14
25-9-547
DUTY OF THE UNION GOVERNMENT
Someone passed a slip to Gandhiji before the
prayers started. In this he had stated that the Pakistan
Government was driving away the Hindus and Sikhs
from Pakistan. Gandhiji advised the Indian Union
Government to let the Muslims stay in the Indian Union
as equal citizens. How could the Union Government
bear this double burden?
Answering this question after prayers Gandhiji
said that he did not propose that the Indian Union
Government should ignore the ill-treatment of the Hindus
and Sikhs in Pakistan. They were bound to do their
utmost to save them. But the answer was undoubtedly
not that they were to drive away the Muslims and
copy the reputed methods of Pakistan. Those who
wished to go to Pakistan of their own free will should
be safely conducted to the border. To ensure the safety
of the Hindus and Sikhs in Pakistan was the duty of
the Indian Union Government. But for that the Govern-
ment should be given a free hand and should receive
the full and sincere co-operation of every Indian. It
was no co-operation for the citizen to take the law into
his own hands. Our independence was a baby of one
month and ten days. If they continued the mad career
of retaliation, they would kill the baby even in its
babyhood.
VICTORY OF DHARMA
Gandhiji narrated the story of the Ramayana. The
uneven battle between the mighty Ravana and the
35